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Labour shortage can be an impediment to growth in the tourism 
sector. The job vacancy rate stood at 4.2% in 2024, improving by 
2 percentage points over 2023 (6.2%). The job vacancy rate has 
returned to the pre-pandemic range, suggesting a normalization of 
labour market dynamics.

Unfilled jobs in tourism industries14

4.2%
job vacancy
rate in 2024

↑ 1.5% from 2023  

Domestic and international (inbound) visitor spending supported 
702,70010 jobs distributed across multiple sectors of activities in 
Canada. These jobs are directly attributable to tourism activities. 
Of the total, 577,200 were sustained across more than 70 industries 
financially dependent on tourism, called tourism industries.11    

These tourism industries cater to both tourists and residents, such as 
those visiting museums or eating at restaurants. In Canada, the 
tourism sector includes 265,841 businesses, supported by a 
workforce of more than 2 million people. Overall, one in ten workers 
in Canada are in tourism industries.

Number of jobs generated by tourism

702,700

in operation in Canada in 2024
Number of businesses in tourism industries12

265,841

Tourism Means Business and Jobs 

Growth in the GDP of Canada’s major industrial sectors

The tourism sector grew by 3.6% in 2024, outpacing the national GDP 
growth rate of +1.7%.

2024 Tourism GDP

$50.8B

Tourism Among Fastest Growing
Sectors in 2024
Tourism contributed $50.8 billion8 to Canada’s GDP in 2024, 
which accounted for 1.8% of overall GDP. 

Tourism: Global dollars, 
local impact

Tourism has historically been one of 
Canada's top services exports, 
except for a downturn from 2020 to 
2022 due to the pandemic. In 2024, 
tourism exports constituted 14.3% 
of overall services exports.

Tourism implicit price index tracks 
how tourism costs have changed.

Consumer Price Index (CPI)3

Tourism demand, 
implicit price index2

Tourism Implicit Price Index  
& Consumer Price Index

CPI tracks average consumer price 
change.

After three years of 
higher-than-normal inflation, 
tourism prices grew more slowly 
than overall inflation in Canada 
in 2024. 

Tourism GDP is the total value of goods and 
services produced in an economy that are 
directly related to the spending by tourists, 
whether they are domestic or international.↑ 3.6% over 2023

5.5%
of total businesses 
in Canada

1  in  10  Workers
in the Canadian workforce
are from these businesses13

Growth in GDP at basic price in real terms – 2024 vs 2023  
(adjusted for inflation) Change in % (2024 vs 2023)

Tourism

Educational services

Mining, quarrying, and oil/gas extraction

Health care and social assistance

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting

Finance and insurance

Real estate and rental and leasing

Retail trade

All industries9

Wholesale trade

Professional, scientific and technical services

Utilities

Information and cultural industries

Construction

Manufacturing

3.6%

4.4%

3.8%

3.8%

3.6%

3.2%

2.5%

1.9%

1.7%

1.3%

1.3%

0.7%

0.7%

-0.3%

-2.8%

While overnight domestic trips have reached an all-time high, 
overnight arrivals from non-residents to Canada are still below their 
pre-pandemic maximum.

Overnight domestic
trips4

105.6M in 2024
↑ 8.8% from 2023

Overnight inbound5 
arrivals6

19.9M in 2024
↑ 8.6% from 2023

$98.6B
(76.1% of total tourism revenue) 

↑ 2.4% 
from 2023

Domestic tourism revenue1

$31.1B
(23.9% of total tourism revenue) 

↑ 7.1% 
from 2023

Tourism export revenue1

Percentage changes reflect 
real growth after adjusting 

for inflation.

↑ 3.5% from 2023

$129.7 B
Total tourism revenue1

Based on purchases by Canadian visitors 
in Canada, including fares paid to 
Canadian carriers on international trips.

Based on purchases by international 
visitors in Canada, including fares 
paid to Canadian carriers.

Tourism 
exports

14.3% of total 
services exports7 in 2024
↑ from 13.8% in 2023

↑ 0.8% from 2023

↑ 2.4% from 2023

In 2024, tourism activities 
generated $129.71 billion in 
revenues distributed over a 
wide range of services 
provided in communities of 
all sizes across Canada. 
The sector surpassed 
pre-pandemic revenues for 
the first time in 2024 in 
inflation-adjusted terms.

Tourism Contributes to the Wealth of Canadians 

Note: Monetary values are 
expressed in current dollars, 
while percentage changes 
comparing 2024 to previous 
years are expressed in constant 
or inflation-adjusted terms, 
unless otherwise specified.

The Contribution of Tourism in 2024: 
Jobs and Economic Growth Across Canada


